What Materialism Means
inconsistent, for instance, for Russian Bolsheviks to ;
spend money on Communist propaganda in capitalist ;
countries. For propaganda is an appeal to the reason
and is justified only on the assumption that, when
capitalists are converted to the ideas of Communism,
they will bring about the event of a revolution.
Yet how can they, if ideas do not cause events?
The Probable Effect of this Materialist Doctrine
We will consider in a moment whether there is
any evidence that this theory is true. But let us
first examine what effect it would have on man-
kind, if mankind were to accept it, and what effect,
therefore, it would have on the civilization which
is coming. This question is, of course, itself a contra-
diction of the theory, for the theory denies that ideas
have any effect on actions. But that cannot be helped,
for at every turn we shall find that we are driven
to assume that the materialist theory is insupportable
in practice, and that men's ideas do determine and
are indeed the main cause of their deeds.
Assuming, then, that we obstinately persist in
believing that men's ideas affect their actions, we
shall have no difficulty in seeing that if this irra-
tionalism became the accepted creed, it would be
likely to have a devastating effect on human conduct.
If man were persuaded that his reason was a delusion,
he would not take much trouble over his reasoning.
Intellectual effort in any direction would be at a
discount, because men would have become convinced
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